
John Kipling, Clerk of the Rolls 
 

John was a son of attorney Henry Kipling, see Newhouses Kiplings in London. 

 

On 28 Nov 1765, John was articled to John Perrott, attorney, of the Inner Temple for £150 

(an immediately adjacent record notes a further (?) sum of £50).  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

He became a sworn clerk at the Court of Exchequer, where he took on clerks in 1772 (and 

also in 1788, when of the same office). 

 

 
 

He is listed in the Royal Kalendar in that role from 1778. 

 

 
 

By 1784, he was one of the ‘Six Clerks’ in the Court of Chancery. From at least 1798, he was 

also listed in the Kalendar in the Exchequer Court. 

 

 
 

By 1795, he had a country seat at Overstone and was an established member of the 

Northamptonshire gentry, able to give £50 to the raising of a militia in 1794 and maintaining 

a gamekeeper. 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 03 May 1794 

 

https://kipling.one-name.net/Newhouses%20Kiplings%20in%20London.pdf


 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 13 September 1794 

 

By1804, he was a Deputy Lieutenant for the county. 
 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 15 September 1804 

 

By 1807, he was one of the five directors for the county of the County Fire Office. 
 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 03 October 1807 



 

In 1809, we find him celebrating the King’s jubilee with largesse. 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 28 October 1809 

 

In the same edition we find: 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 28 October 1809 

 

Fire is again a problem two months later. 



 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 30 December 1809 

 

‘Miss Kipling and Miss Wood’ are probably John’s sister and sister-in law. 

 

He was Chairman of the Northampton General Infirmary (Northampton Mercury - Saturday 

03 August 1811). He served on the committee of a Society for Promoting the Education of 

the Poor (Northampton Mercury - Saturday 04 April 1812). 

 

An accident occurred in 1815 

 

  
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 26 August 1815 

 

In 1816, one of his ploughmen cane third in a competition. 
 



  

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 30 March 1816 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 06 April 1816 

 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 04 May 1816 

 



 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 20 July 1816 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 21 December 1816 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 07 June 1817 

 



 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 07 November 1818 

 

 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 02 October 1819 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 03 November 1821 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 19 April 1828 

 

 
Northampton Mercury - Saturday 20 June 1829 

 

 From 1805, he became: 

 

 

Copy will of the Revd Henry Colston 



Reference Name MISC DON 1557/2 

Bequeaths all of his land and property to John Kipling of the Rolls Chapel, London.  

Date: 9 Jun 1796 

Repository: Lincolnshire Archives [057] 

 
The Gentleman's magazine, and historical chronicle, Volume 66, Part 1 

 

{Henry (b1747) was the son of Robert and Mary Colston of Alford [IGI]} 

 

 
Reports from Committees of the House of Commons (1800) 

 



 
 
A Topographical Dictionary of London and Its 
Environs:  
 

 

 





 
 
Eighteenth Parliament of Great Britain: second session (2 November 1797 - 29 June 1798) 26 June 1798 
Twenty-Seventh Report from the Select Committee on Finance. 
 

 

 
The Morning Post (London, England), Saturday, November 03, 1804 

 

 

 

http://find.galegroup.com/dvnw/publicationSearch.do?queryType=PH&inPS=true&prodId=DVNW&userGroupName=ustrath&month=LabelValueBean%5BNovember%2C+11%5D&year=1804&currentPosition=0&type=getIssues&searchTerm=The+Morning+Post&index=JX&docPage=aboutpublication


 
Nottingham Evening News - Saturday 11 March 1961  John Kipling (National Archives) 

 

 

OVERSTONE, about four miles from Northampton and just off the A43 road to Kettering is 

a long linear village with the church of ST NICHOLAS, built in 1807 and remodelled in 

1903, standing in a field in Overstone Park a short walk from the village. The church 

constructed of Kingsthorpe Stone (grey sandstone with streaks of silty clay) was built by John 

Kipling and replaced the old dilapidated earlier one built at the beginning of the 13th century 

and situated further into the park in the deserted village of Overstone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas, Overstone (2014) 

 

In 1830, he was still holding the three offices in the Exchequer and Chancery Courts. 



 

 

 

Royal Kalendar 1830 

Obituary from The Gentleman’s Magazine, October 1830. “JOHN KIPLING ESQ FSA Aug 

23 At Overston Hall near Northampton aged 80. John Kipling Esq one of the Six Clerks in 

Chancery and for many years Keeper of the Records at the Rolls Chapel and FSA. Mr 

Kipling was the younger and only surviving son of Henry Kipling Esq of Fallesthorp in 

Lincolnshire by Hester only child of Charles Kipling Esq. He purchased the estate of 

Overston consisting of a mansion house and park of nearly 800 acres in 1791 of Earl 

Brownlow. In 1803 he removed the Old Church of Overston from the vicinity of the mansion 

and erected a new one on a different site. Mr Kipling married Isabella second daughter of 

Willoughby Wood of Thoresby in Lincolnshire Esq and Elizabeth second daughter of Sir 

John Thorald bart. That lady is left his widow, but having no other near relation except an 

aged sister for whom he has handsomely provided he has directed that Overston shall be sold 

and his property divided among twelve distant relations of his own name” 1670. 



 

Plaque in St Nicholas, Overstone 

 

 

Further plaque and John Kipling’s grave. St Nicholas, Overstone. 



 
 

 

 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Saturday 03 September 1831 

 



 
Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser - Saturday 21 May 1831 

 

 
Evans and Ruffy's Farmer's Journal - Monday 05 September 1831 

 

 



 
Morning Herald (London) - Friday 09 December 1831 

 

 

 
Lincolnshire Chronicle - Friday 06 July 1838 

 

John’s widow, Isabella, moved to Bath, where she was living with her sister, Harriet Wood, 

in 1841 

 

 
Marlborough Buildings, Bath. 1841 

 

She died in Bath later that year, leaving her estate to relatives in the Wood family.  

 

 
Walcot, Somerset, October 1841 



 

 
 

His sister-in-law Isabella also lived in Bath until her death in 1849.  

 

 
10 Gay Street, Bath 1841 

 

 
Walcot, Somerset, July 1849 

 

 
Saturday 14 July 1849,  Oxford Chronicle and Reading Gazette , 

 

 
Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette - Thursday 05 July 1849 

 

In her will, she left legacies to the Shackletons and to the Romaldkirk Kiplings (see extracts). 

Also mentioned is Letitia Powell, suggesting that the various branches of the family were still 

in contact at the time. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?newspaperTitle=Oxford%20Chronicle%20and%20Reading%20Gazette


 

 
Stamford Mercury - Friday 28 September 1849 

 

The tale below is, not entirely correctly told of John. 

“When Oliver Cromwell obtained his great victory over Charles II., and drove the enemy from 
hedge to hedge till they finally took refuge in the city of Worcester, there were seven 
thousand prisoners and great spoils, among the latter the royal carriage in which the king 
had been carried. In the carriage was this watch, which was used by Charles II. as it had 
been by his father Charles I. It had been made for the latter in 1640, and after more than two 
centuries of vicissitudes still ticks bravely on. It is of the earliest pattern of watches, made 
entirely by hand and of great size, as it measures four and a half inches in diameter, and is 
an inch and a half thick. The case is very handsome, of pierced silver in a pattern of flowers 
and leaves, and has three winding-holes on the back, — one for winding the works, one for 
the alarm, and one for the striking attachment, which consists of a small silver bell within the 
perforated case. It has but one hand to mark the time and goes thirty-six hours. There is an 
outer case into which the watch may be slipped, made of copper with a leather cover 
studded with silver. The watch was kept by Cromwell himself for many years, but after the 
Restoration it fell into the hands of Joseph Kipling, of  Overstone  House, North Hants, 
England, a relative of Rudyard Kipling1. Joseph Kipling was also an ancestor of Mr. Wilfred 
Powell2, British consul at the port of Philadelphia, and present owner of the watch”. THE 
OLD FURNITURE BOOK  WITH A SKETCH OF PAST DAYS AND WAYS BY N. HUDSON 

MOORE 

 
1 This is incorrect 
2 He, John not Joseph, was not an ancestor of William Powell but may well have been a distant relative. 



 

 
Derby Daily Telegraph - Monday 24 August 1903 

  



 


